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The Independent Human Research Ethics Committee (IHREC) is committed to protecting the privacy and personal information of individuals in accordance with New Zealand’s Privacy Act 2020. This Privacy Policy outlines how we collect, use, store, and disclose personal information in the course of our operations as a research ethics committee.

1. Who We Are
IHREC is a private research ethics committee based in New Zealand, responsible for reviewing and approving research involving human participants to ensure ethical standards are met. Our website, www.ihrec.co.nz, provides information about our services and processes.

2. What Information We Collect
We may collect personal information, including but not limited to:
· Contact details: Names, email addresses, phone numbers, and postal addresses of researchers, research participants, or individuals contacting IHREC.
· Professional information: Institutional affiliations, qualifications, and roles of researchers submitting ethics applications.
· Research-related information: Details provided in ethics applications, such as participant consent forms or study protocols, which may include personal or sensitive information.
· Website usage data: Information collected through cookies or analytics tools (e.g., IP addresses, browser type, pages visited) when you interact with our website.

3. How We Collect Information
We collect personal information through:
· Ethics applications and related correspondence submitted by researchers.
· Enquiries or communications sent to IHREC via email, phone, or our website contact forms.
· Automated tools, such as cookies or Google Analytics, which collect non-identifiable data about website usage.

4. How We Use Your Information
Personal information is used to:
· Review and process ethics applications for research involving human participants.
· Communicate with researchers, participants, or other stakeholders about ethics approvals or related matters.
· Ensure compliance with ethical standards and New Zealand regulations.
· Improve our services and website functionality through aggregated, anonymized data analysis.

5. Disclosure of Information
We do not share personal information with third parties except:
· With your consent, where applicable.
· When required by law, such as in response to a court order or request from a government authority.
· With service providers (e.g., IT or data storage providers) who are bound by confidentiality agreements and comply with the Privacy Act 2020.

6. Storage and Security
We take reasonable steps to protect personal information from unauthorized access, loss, or misuse. These steps include:
· Storing data on secure servers with encryption where appropriate.
· Limiting access to personal information to authorized IHREC personnel only.
· Regularly reviewing and updating our security practices.
Personal information is retained only for as long as necessary to fulfil the purposes outlined in this policy or as required by law.

7. Your Rights
Under the Privacy Act 2020, you have the right to:
a. Request access to the personal information we hold about you.
b. Request corrections to inaccurate or incomplete information.
c. Lodge a complaint if you believe your privacy rights have been breached.
To exercise these rights, please contact us at info@ihrec.co.nz

8. Cookies and Website Analytics 
Our website may use cookies and tools like Google Analytics to collect anonymised data about user behaviour, such as pages visited and time spent on the site. This helps us improve our website and services. You can manage cookie preferences through your browser settings.

9. International Data Transfers 
In some cases, personal information may be stored or processed by service providers located outside New Zealand (e.g., cloud storage providers). We ensure that any international data transfers comply with the Privacy Act 2020 and that appropriate safeguards are in place.

10. Changes to This Policy 
We may update this Privacy Policy from time to time to reflect changes in our practices or legal requirements. The updated policy will be posted on our website with the “Last updated” date revised accordingly.

11. Contact Us 
If you have any questions, concerns, or complaints about this Privacy Policy or our handling of personal information, please contact us:
Email: info@ihrec.co.nz
Website: www.ihrec.co.nz 

If you are not satisfied, you may contact the Office of the Privacy Commissioner at www.privacy.org.nz.

